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Thinking fmr vn#r$f f i r I
Hawk or dove-the moral wrestle

with issues of the day can be spiritually inspired.
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THINKING .  .  .

cotttiltu,ed

rercngc, what's at the heart of peo-
ple \r'anting to see justice being done
is that they want to see the evil de
stroJed. And thc activity of Cod's
la\r' does exactly that.

S0 this proccss of forgiveness,
in the common sense of the word,
may be simply one of turning the
othercheek, but in a de€p€r sense of
the word. it's a recognition that the
laty of (;od does more than simply
overlmk thjs. It puNucs, punishes,
and destroys thc evils of thought.

In that contc , then, if a permn
feels that it is momua right,o mil-
itorillt pursue the 0sama hin
Loden$ of the uorld-ptts$iblg ao
kill them-4oct that mean ,hea
ha.'e ao bclieoe ahelte peoplc are
eoil ond begond redcmption?

No, I don't think so at all. This
process of intellectual and spiritudl
int€grity is one that bn)adens thought
to a bt of possibilities. tn the Bible,
,Iehoshaphat Ftruggled with thc is-
sueofwarand battle. He had a mul'
titudc of foot soldiers to do battle
$ith thc invaders. And ycthe strug-
gled with the idca of what needed to
lx'done. llvcn though he could huvc
r)rcmn tle intrudent, thmugh prayer
he cndcd upwith an assurunce from
God that "Ye shall not need to light
in this battlc: scl yourselves, stand
.ye still, and see the salvatron of th0
Lord uith you" (II Chron. 20:l?).
They didn't need to do anything in
terms of their own hattlc.

The intruding forces lurned on
one another-an unlikely scenario
in terms of mere human leason-
ing, but when you go to a more op€n
spiritual outlook, you may find that
things happen in such struggles
that could really never be plannc{l
or outlined through morc human

If, thrcugh prager; you come to the
conclusion that it's bua to do
phgsical battle, uith tanks dnd
honbx and so forth, how do you

I  c t r k r s r r ^ N  s ,  r r N ,  r i  s r \ r , r  

reconcile that uith God's com-
mondment: "Thou sholt not kill?"

we need to recognize that the I€-
sulLs of our prayer may be differ€nt
individually fmm what tley are col-
lectively One of the a-specLs of rc-
ceiving God's wotrl is not only know
ing what that word is, but also, from
a hurnan standpoint" bcing able to re
ccive and undemiand it. The Christ
ha.s dlways been Fescnt to t}|ose ablc
to r€.€ive it. Our ability to receivc a
divine message vari{rs $ith the cir-
cumslancc an(l our pr€parednc.."s to
put jt inL) practice. It's not to say
that at some point, we'Fc not going to
bc able to fully emhr.rcc a divine con-

' ' l ' r r t t 1 r  
t  l t , t  s

t r r t  r ' l l r r l  t l t t

l l t t  r r t ! i t  t  l i r  r

i . \ ' l t t t t t t t , t .

cept. but sometimes along the way
we may recognizo that we've got
more growing to do in (,rder to put
sometling into pradice.

Itua arcn't ue girten the Ten Com-
mandncnts as abxolute lau?

Yes, we are givcn the law {s aD
absolute. That's (icrtainly what w{,
should be striving for. Whethcr ue
are capabkr of acccptinli that law
and putting it lirlly into practice, of
course, isproblematic. It'swhatthe
human cxperience is about.

I think tholc's cverJ clear indi'
cation, a.s Jou look at the develop
mcnt in the Ilible from the Okl Tes-
tament to tho New 1'esi.ament, that
we're ccrtainly not dealing here $ath
a Cod ofwar. Thc Ttrn Command-
menLs eventually lead to thc tcach-
insrof.lesus and lhe alr)stles, which
bring out a clear sonse that God is
not a ( iod ofevi l .  ThatGodisnota
Grxl of war. llut ue also recognize
that jn human experience not overy
one buvs into that concept, and,
hence, you've got to do what is near
esl right under the circumstsncc.
And, doing that, you can still be
faithful to vour spiritual convictions.

Rut does thlt mean thc,v .an b"
oaruing degrecs of morulit! in
aieuing udr?

I think therc are absolutrs.
Rather than say there is a placc both
for the hawk and the dove in this
process, I would likc to say that.
what is really needed is the spirit of
trust in Go(I. I would like to come
'into my pmyer, if I were a dove or a
hawk, and say, ̂ 'You knolri malbe
there is something differcnt that I
need to be open b-"

Alt an indioidual strugglcs toith
the issue of uar, and prags. tohot
efrect can it haue on a nalion\t d"-
ciltions aboul ttar?

Sincc wdre n(rt dealing with a
(;od of war, ohvi()usly, thc manifes-
tation of that is going to he individ
uals resolving lhcir (|onflict.s or difll-
cultics in a peaceful manner. How-
ever, in our eflbrt to reach that stage
collcctivel.y, therc may nee(l b bc a
lot of collective spiritual developmcnt
going on. Through pra.ver, elcn in
conflict, thcrc woulrlhe a lot k'ss car-
nage and mavhem than $'{)uld nor-
malll he thc &rse- l'rayer is alwa.ys,
I think, going to have an cffect on
our c0lhtive exlleriencc.

!lven in this (urrent conllicl, Iil
offer the possibility tha! the rathcr
rupid and unexpected nrtl.trat ofthc
Tf,liban is an indication that a cer
tain minimal eflbrt -{,ertainly com-
parcd to rvhat itcould bc {an havf

The skeptir mighl lhink ltou'rc
just conft.sing the succe* of uar
uith the effect of pmler

Ilight. I can't imagine that-not
only in this country hut throughout
the wolld-ifter the evenls olSep
tember l1 there was not an immedi-
ute effod of prayer t0 hclp resolve
this siturtion. The attack was obvi
ously an exlraordinary cxample of
taking oi innoc€nt life, nnd most peo-
ple, I think, thoughout the \rl)rld,
rccognize that we certainlv didn't
want to expand that effofl into tak-
ing more iinocent lives. No one
wants to see thal result out of war
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th:r l  In,n) l) t r{ l  nrv d( ' ( ! ,cI  int{ ' r1 'st  in
lh(,  l ) r ! rc l i ( (  o!  (  hl is l i i r r  Scicmr' iu. I
c:u1{r ' t r?r( .k l0 t)( , (r)mo l  lu l l  l i l r {
(  hl ist i ; rn : i . i ( r l ( (  l r ract i t i r rx ' r :

I  r l i r l  consir l ' r '  consri t 'nt iorrs olr
. i ( r ' t i , , n , l u i i c  r i o ( , t ) l \ :  W h a t  L ) 1 ,
. j ( ( t o r l  l o  i n  t h t  i s s u o s o l $ n r . ( , r ( r n
l l i (1 \ \ ' r . l l r I  k i I ( ls 0l  l I i l )al  Dx'r t : r l i -
t i (  s thnl  r ' l l r r  h, , l { l inrt  th(,111)sl)r{ j
thr l  \ \ ' l r l i  l i {hl  arxl \ r) l11' \ ' r i 'ng. '

"  (  io r !  r l rx  .  t l t t  l tu l l l t

t t i ! h  t  t i l

t t o l  l t t 1  t t  t ' o t 1 t t i : i t t t 1
t t t  r t tL  u r t t t I t  t lq i t r t1
r  r  i l .  b t r l  s i r t t p l t l

I t t l  r  i r l  r t t  o l
(  i r t r l  s  r r  l l  n  l sx .  "

AIi l .  r i  I  g, l  I r r f  i l r \olr l r l  in srr  r '
{ ,1 ' lht  sc i rk. : 's l  h l l l  l \ r ' lx!rrshar. ing
l(nl :r) ' iD t0t ]Ds ol  l ( ' t t i  g g(,  ol  nr!
, ) \vr unr l ' t .s l lD( l i Ig lnr l  lnrst i  g
( i ! 1 .  I  l r { 1 , 1 t ' r i z { { l  l h r t t ,  I i r r . , ) n f .
t h r , r f  i s : r  r : r U r l i l \  l o ; r ( l i r i r x  s r , n s ( ' o l
Naf lnr ' ( ' .  \ 'h i(  h lnth J( 'hoshlphnl
' i n , l  l ) : ' \ n l  r s ( r l ,  $ h i c h  $ N s  T h ( '
l ' : r l t k .  i r  n , , l  n l i n { '  l ) l 1 1  t h ( '  l , 0 1 1 l s . '
( i , x l r l , x  s  ( l i , l l ; r l l l  \ i l h ( \ i l - t l , , 1  b !
r ' ( \ r 'gnizinf  or.  lckrrru kr lgirrg rr i l .
I 'u l  s irnl)h l } \  \  i r l l l r ' ( ' l ' (  ix l  s l l l lnIss.
I  t In rnLreh Nanl( \ l  t , )  lx,  l )?u.t  i , l
lhnt e, 'Dl l ict .

llhal did hapry :'
I  r t ' t r l i ( r l  f i r '  th(,  rni l i tu l  chrt)-

l l r i r :  l ) fognnr arxl  u:rs n(n nc
c{ ' t ' l { r l .  Thxt 1rr .o1xlL'r l  nr{ '  to takt,
st( ' t )s iD{, '  tho l i r l l - l inr( '  ( lhr ist inn
Sci({xt  h( ' : r l iDl l  l r . ; rct i (c.  Tht 'n I  In
l is l ( ' (1.  l ( ! 'k nr\  I )h!si l 'a1, an( l  thf
r lnr l l  l roarr idt ,c irk,r I that s iD(( '  I  \ r ' ls
:r  (  hr ist i rn Scit ' r ( . ( ,  l ) r : rct i t i r rrol  I
$ rs :r  nr inis ler ol  n ' l ig i{) l l  xn( l  thor.o
l in l  rx ' t  r lml l lh l i  .

,l,td lroa uc"rt't t,lti,(! lo ptt-
suod. th?trt to do lh(l'!

\ , ) t  x i  l l 1 1 .  I  \ r s  t r ' l i n ! . 1 , '  t r ' r '
su:ri( '  t  henr th( '  r)thfr ! \ : t l :

l4hat did uor do ntr |h( d ratio ol
tht u ar!

|  1(r)k 111,1) i l l t )  N {t  ( ' : r t ( ' r  i0t(  1.
| s l  i n  i l  l h l l n  I  I i { l  l r l )  1 , )  l h r t  l x ' i r r l .
IDc( '11( 'g(. , r i t  r ' ( l iDrx'r ' r \1r. \1nx s:(
:rr l r tx i  th( ' ( ' !  ( l r i rg rx\rs l l  l \ \ l tchrr l
l h i s  l h i n , .  t : t k o  t ) L r ( { .  I l  l : r l t ( ' f l h i '
rh:r l i  issnc\\as rosi)h( ' r l .  I  brr ' : r rr l ( ' . r
l r ) t  nrr ' I '  intcn'sh{ l  i l l  th{ '  \ ' i { ' tnt | l | ( .s(,
cul t t t t r ' .  I  lxr .arnc rnol l  krr , l rkr lgc
:r l 'h al ! ,ul  lh( ' \ \ l \  th( 'Slnl( .  l  ) (  t ) i | l1
In( 'nl  nr lkrsrk( is ions. l I r l , , in{thl l l .
I  l l . i t l l  | ,s l I rx. lur l '  ml lnr)r ' rs t , ,  l r '
, , l  gr1'nl( ' r .srr l ) t ! , r1.  I  l i  l l  thnl  i l  l  \ \ : rs
n0l ' - r ' i r )E1o lx ' l )h\si( l lh l )r1 's( 'nl .  I
$ n s  g , ' i n g  1 r '  l n ' I x ' n t x l h  l r r i . s r ' I t .

ln ltourxliril al hmling prut'litt.
uhd innt slruggltt ahout lht,
(un.l,r rcnlli(t hnk lpu !kn!

I  lh irr l i  th{ ' l r igg( 's l  r1(,st iorr  I  r I
ht  l rnl0lr  lx ' l4) l (rs rr i rx ls is th( ' , ' l ) \  i ) l ls
otrr ' - rvhol u:s ( lo( l  in this ( . \ lxr . i -
, r l t1. l  Arrr l  i r r  rD) wrn.k \r i th r l i ' I ts
that harr ' lxtrr  rr l i i r .k ' r l  in i r  I l  . i ( ,1\ 'o l '
\ r : r ls s,rD. '  $i t l t  l : rnr ih nx, l t lx ' rs
$i ' r 'k ing i rr  lh l  Wrr. l r l  ' lhrr [  (  i ' r r to.
1,, \ \ r ls.  r) th(r .s I0l  $r { l i&{1h : t l '
l ( r t ( \ l - l  \1 '  s(\ ' I  \ ( ' r . r  ( . | ,1r.( \  i r l l ' rxt
, ' l  ( ix l 's l ) \ ' { ' ln{ l  sutr lx)r1. ' Ihort  is
sul) lx{ l  rxrt  rrrh in ( l l ing l (n.  lht , i l .
nrrr is.  l r rn also in th( '  nssur. :ul((  ol
( ix ls (1r)s1ln1 krr ' |  i r r  1nr4r|Js l i r r .s.

,ln.l uhat halr lhdr Nlrugol? h'ol
lik! al lh! txt rtt'p,i hou.lototr
o tru,'t xta d on u.hal kr.lo ahv,l

Sl i l l .  t lx ' lx, i r t  is thl t  (  ix l  n(tr ls l ( l
lx r | i th Lrs i rr  lh( '  i l ' ( is iol   r : rk ing
l11'( .ess !r lx l l l  \ \1x,r1'  \ \1 '  g0 l i rnI l  hr 'n, .
(  ; ! l  isn t . j rst  sul ' lx ' r t i r I '  l t l l r l  car ing in
l{  r1l ls 0l  lmgc(l \ l  } )ut  n sul} lx)r l  i r r  th(
i rr l ( l l ig( ' ' rco l lnr l  i rNt) i r .nt iorr  rr t rrhr l  i r r
kD,^\ inj{  h)\ \  t r)  r1 'stx xl  rurr l  l r rrrrr t l .
I l , , r l ,  th:rD. just st) i r . i l rur l  1t :r t i tu( l t 's, , t' ' tLr lniDgthf otht ' rchtk or.  l r r  i r r{al l
( i r lschiklrrrr .  arxl  nron th:rn jLrst  l
hurrun r l ,x(t ior { , l  rng1,r 'or r . { \ontr( .
t \h t  \ r ' r r((( l t ( '  ( lo iD,)rn. i .str( ' I lS( ' is
t" stk rli\ ine int('11ir'(''x.r'. .i


