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A POWERFUL SPIRITUAL AI{SWER TO EXTRETiFM

hEcENr sHoon Gs iD thc Ljniied StaLcs givc ris. to.on.cnl

.1 i ) tu t  . rn rner . .sDg l id t  o i  er i l rcmisn rn resolv ing io tcnsely

hdLi  r4 ' rnFns (sc.  / / r .  ( . / , r is lnr  .S. i t , . .  Mot i r ( 'a  'unc l0

l r r |9) .  ' \nrong lh.nr ,  xn rn l i  ibor l i (nr is l  in  Krn\r \sh{ ' t  r  wel l

i .n1\Ln rbor ln)n doelor  J  rcccnl  Amcr ican.onvcr l  lo  Is lanr

r , ! )k  rh. l i lcs o i r \L()  ! ) ld iers on lcav.  in  Arkans.s i  and. t  whi tc

\ut l r f i ) r . r \ t  k i l l .d  . r  b t r .k  secur i ty  g(r rd in  $ ' rsh ingtoD lXl  s

I l , ) l ( , !uusr  I Iu5(um
lhr  h( lnous r ! ls  lhenrselvLs.r re indcl rns ib le 'n  a. iv i l

n \ r f l \  l lu t  l ) f rhufs lh(  nrorcs0l i .n l  issLrc r .vo lv 'sanNnd how

rnliLr(l!Lilsg(l l(l lhc tornt in lhcir detply held convi.tr(nrs th.tt

. r l l ,n1s thcnr  ro bre. r .h lhc l i ln i ls  o l  i l . .ept . rb lc  behavr i ) r  ard

: . r r ! r r . r l lh( { rghl  ( ; . r rc inthcscinst  n. .s  is  bc ing Siven nol  l t )

.N. \ r . r . t ( r | / / .  lh .  I )er l ) r t rx tors Lrs rePrcs!ntat ive of  thc v iews d l

r r, 'r rho nrrghr halc vrLd .(,neerns .rboul the broadcr isstrcs

r i r , ) r \ed ( i r rJ ln ly  h. r rc .  Lr . isrn,  t rc jLrd ie. ,  rnd in to l . r . tncc. t rD

:r . ! r f  l rnd tu\ l ! l i !a t i , t r  In  ra l ionuld iseourse,  but  sonrc l rnr ts

rhf  r \ \Lr( \ , ,1  . \ l rd l re \o l l  i r ) lerest  t rnd Pi r l is rn or  PhibsoPhi
:.'i .,,l\frr [e rrsl I'cl(tr{ ihosc intul}ertthlc strtes o{thought

\ \  r r . r )  $ !  . . ! r  n()  l , )nger  h.vr  . iv i l  d iseussrrn,  wi thout  Nnger

, r ' l ru \ tLr t ! )n. . ,1 , ,ut  vr  c  o l  the nn)rc d iv i r ivc issu.s that

i i r r l i ! 'ng.  u\  fo l i r r r . . l l )  . r t t i  soc i r l ly ,  just  how lar  awry Jn we

l : , ) r f  !he untu\ l i l i rb l r i
\ l rn \  hrv.  r igh i lv  e, r l l . ( l  lor  nrrc  lo l . . rn.c ,  fa t ieDcc,

, r   ! i  r r r l . rs l . 'n{ l ing ot  poi r ls , ' l  v iew thdt  miy seenr i r re(on. l l

rhr. SL,rncrrnr,:s thrrt nrighl be no obv iotrs .onr Pr(nDis., EiveD
i f r ) t )1.  \  h i \ r , ) r i .a l ,  ph ik)sophical ,  re l ig i  rs ,  Pol i r i .a l ,  or  soci

. l )g i . . r l  ra lcup.  Ar td s , ,nre l inrcs hunlan debale rca.hes the

i  ornt  \ fhr r (  rhc issu. .a l l  ' ro  longer bc r ight  versus wron8,  bul

f . rhr f \  r ight  lersus r ig lx  nreaDing that  both s id.s  o l  the

JrguD.nl  h i \ .  dcrensib le Points ofpcrsPect iv .  Whr l  th .n?

Ln lhr)sr  in \ l iD.(s  $e may D.cd to l i l i  the issut  1o in
:ntrr.lr (hll.rcnr pl.Dc ol rean,ninS. (lenturies ago, Iestrs s'as

trkcd ro rcnn!c Jn .t|parently irrccon.ilable Poliri.al ques

rr ( i r  o iwhcr .  on. \ . r l leg i rD.e rn h is  count f )  should l ic  bthe

r \ ) l r rn. !U! .onst i iu t .d ruthor i ly  of  nomc,or  to the moreindig

ino!Ls k)\'rltres oi lsrael? Rather lhan trY r\tutell b nrineuver

:hrugh rhc.r rgur)ents o iDrcr i t  o  both s id.s  of th is  issue,  hc

l )osc ro, l re. l  lhoughr Io a h igher  pcrspe. tn 'e.  I lo ld ing up

r !oin k) rh. qucstioner, lesus askcd whose imrge was on the

.o in.  ( i€s i rs 'was the !nsw€r And Jesus broughr hoi rc  rht

poiDl :  
' l t .D 

l l iv (  to  ( lssar  wh.r  is  Ctsar \ '  anLl lo  ( l ( t r i iLh i l  r \

.  r ,J  \  ( l  ukL.)u:1(  N(w In ldrnr l ru i r r l  \ i1 ' rur l

Why w.rs thn(  an rosw€r? Bccaus€ lesus.hr)s. r  r ( l  to .us ( ' )

rhe rcdl issue behind thc qocslion whcre is truc nuthorilr" 1r)

onels )ifc, .rnd to whonl should wc Pay allcgian.€ in the lhing5

that  dccply r t lect  ou,  l ivcs? Hc w.s hc\ ' iDg the qucst( ' r . r

rcilirc (hll uhinalcly his lrcc&nn w.s nol going to con'e tronr

a pol i t ica l  so lut ion bur  l rom a sPir i tu . r l  fcrsPc. t i ! .  r rd J l lc

g i incc.  Pcrhaps thr  qucsl toncr  was lh ink ing o l  , re.d<)nr  tn,D

whrt he felt was the oPl'ression of o(cupying |r1ililtrrr" k)ri(s

l rsus exprndcd h is  . r  'ns idera l  (nr  ot  t rce( lorn to r l l  rh .  l i ! ) r i l

ing issucsof  nr . r tcr ia l i ry  thr t  t ry  k)cnshve t rs .  Ul l in l . r t ( l \ ' ,  onrs

t r ( ,e&rm of thought ,  r ight  ofn l r ) ra l  dc lcrminr l ion,  et lc t \ '  lR 'n

opprcssx)n, c.onomi. strbilitv, tr'rd dcpcn(iLrblc hcrlth..rrc \!ill

rrol bc li)und in enlitic\oulsidc oncscll t)ul in onr:s,rllcgrnre rd
(n)d,beeauscth(s(  rL lh ingslh i r tbektrSn)( ; (x l

Over thc ctnturi.s t'cople ol lll rrtcs nd sr)!i.t'.s lr.'r.

tbund inspir.rlion nnd InsiSht t(t res('lve sLrch rrrrllers l)y turning

lo (;('d rs the divind Nt ini.l aDd irl(lliger!c, .rs tht rcrl.rurhorrry

in {hc i r  l ivcs.  l r tq t 'ent ly  lh is  turn inS k) . r  s t ] i r i l t | . l l  PcrsP. ! r ' !c
his brouSht ncw rvcnues ol lhoughl lhrl in turn hrlf trrllcd

a hercl()ti're rn.onsidcred oPtnm lbr rcsl,luti(nr' Pr.rl-cr i\ nor

nercly r mcntal Pa.i!i.'r lo 8t1 us ovcr rough phL.s rr huDrln

expeflen.e. Morcrhrn lhat, illsudvr)a|nicof tho(rght th.rl oficrs

rcsolutnmbyintpc l l ingusto.ons crbRrdcrrndhigh.rDt tn i l
rcrlrns that. rplusize ft)li i.r Prin.ides a nd nn xtcs of b.h.t! x rr

iesus pn)v ided an enl i r t  d iscourse on srr .h rcdlnr \  o l

thought  and act i r )n in  what  has s incc been cnl led h is  Sernnr

on thc Mounl  (se.  Mr l l . , .hrPs.  5,6,  ind 7) .  Miry  lhkcr  l -dd\ .

rh(  r , ,unt l r ru l  l l , r \  nr rdrz in( .unfr  $ r , '1 . , 'n  lh(  r r ' l ' , r rJn.  f  ,  l

lh is  scrmon:  Lvery n!an.rnd womrn sho(r ld  h.  t ( )  d . rv . t  lds

to h imsel l ,  hcrsel l ,  a  law of lo)ah)  kr  Jcsus Scnnon on rhc

Mount" (Mis..llancdur tyrirtsgr i8tl3-/896, P ll) ll onc i\

l i i r l i  ng i iust rat  ion in  l  he extrene i  arryavenu.o l l i le  th iss. r

mon isa cruc ia l rcad.  I  ts  sent imc' r ls  s |edk to t r  tcnorot lhoDghl

and &hon that  upl i l is  l ives,  g i les h igher  c th ics,  countcr . r . ls

the false lend(ncies ol extreDrism, and Puls us on the Prrh t()

resolution ofsome oftht se€tningly iDtr dDsigent chrll.n8es rn

hu nla n cx peri€n.e. .-
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