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WHAI ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR YOUR LIFE?

Ilan! rrc pcrfcclly hLtppy with the $ari lh'ir lives are

gorn8, $hileothers bclicve that thcv hale bcen pul rn srr-

Lrrlbns lhit otter little opportunit.v. \Arhcther It comcs

from.t..idcnt. hcredil,v, dise.se, socioe€onomi' strlus' or

!hit ir p{rccived lo bcjust plain bld lu.k, $me mav feel

th! t  shJ l  l r tco l I$s is  ius l  insurmounlahl€ l l ih t |s l r l t '

ingto l ivcat  r  poinr  whcreyou Ice l l i t l lehoPe But there

i( r wrv oul ofthis diltmnri. and it comes with 'han8-

ing onc s p(rsl'c.tive Jbout life ilself atd adopting rn;

ludcs lhll greally l.cililalc i ncw vicw oflife 3rlitud€s

,uth as humilrtr mcckncss, and untlfed lovc

I  h(  rcsr ' ,1 \ . ,1  dJ, ' lnrnB lhs n.w ptr \ l '<( r t r (  r re im-

nrnsc. I{o! in8 bcvo nd thc limilcd per.cption lh'r lifc is

cnr'rclrdcincd I'y m.rltcr, we.an begin to thed theUm-

rr.rlions lhJl incvilably li)lk,w .ts r nocessarr"constquen'e

,'fru(h a f'c..cpl'(nr' lfw. willhegin to ac'cPr rht ided

thnt lilL is rcJlly lhc mrnil;stalion of lhc divinc l-ife' or

(n'd, th.n se willbegnr l(' scnse lhc pos$ibiliries that 8o

$rrh rhrl idcr.

Knowing rhrt lili (omcs lrom divinc l.il' rurns our

thought  lo  lhc cxPlord l ion o l  ihc nature of  thal  d iv ine

lite in lh. expecl.rrr)n lhrr thi\ .rerlivc Lil€ cxpr€sses

Irsclf rhrt'u8h wh:tt il creatts. (;od, or divinc Lilt' musl

b.  l i lnr r l t 's .  in i in i lc  in  n i lure t i r r  what .ould 'on l ' r rn

(nxl? I itr h.r\ no l)tginning and no end and knows no

hound.rries of expressnrn lhcre would h. no utilirl lo

rhh I rli ( re.rt itrg limitar idrs lor its limirlcssbcinS tuing

in l in i r ( ,d iv inc l . i lecrnexprcss i ts  wi l l  and a.compl ish i ls

purpos!wi thoutconrprom;corres l r ic t i ( )n whal 'ould

rot rtr inliDirr t.ifc do, should it so rvish?
(i)nsidering Life in rhir wiy fices us liom th'dePre$-

nrg thouShl rhit our possibiliri.s rrc lnnitedor.!r an end

Att<r  J l l . Ih , . l  ik  mu\r r rpr($ i t { l l .Jn, l rhrr  et l r ! \ i "n

is going on rs our vcry being lmeanins. our .on*.-nus

J$rrc'r.sr).-I h.'nx,r( *e allow lhe inhnrre narure ofthis

Lile inlo our lives, or actu.rlly thc rnore wc're willinS to

a.cepr it .rs aheidy herc, the Drcre 'e shJll ste ndw Nnvs

ofdoing rh ings.

Toward lhe sdvanced ldsa

Ihe tirsl srcp is being willing lo let go of oki perccP'

r ions. Whei her .you rnd I realize it or n{tI, the limitalroDs

he laLe in lil_e rre rcally the rcsul! oi shrt we.hoose lo

accept. ft may nots('em ihat wa,r'and nran) woukr 'rgu'

rhat lher€ is Inuch aboul wh.il haPPens in Iift th'lt tsn I

up to usi h seems unf.ir to bl.mc people for somcth'n8

thar ;n t lheir l-rult. uut th. Foinl here is not t() 'Jsr

iudgment or blame, bul k) su8lied thrt wc do hJlc oP

tions available lo us that wc tnay nol know w' hr!'

For innan.e, we .rn lhoosc ((' .hJnge otrr nxntrs

regrrding life and Life, God \\'e can bcSin k) lhink o r

from rh€ standpoini of possibilit)'rrther rhrn h'' sl'r!'s

ro conlintred re1irriclion and thejusli6.rtiolrs of nr{)rt rll!

based reasoninS. Thc morc wcic willinS lo 'onsdtr '!n

advanced idea and throw olf what is no k)ngcr L'selul

or productive. th€ more w€ will see ind crpcri'n('r lhc

div inc l .wof  in f in i tePossib i l i r ies lh is l . twhold\ Ihr t rh(

inlinitc pos!ibilities thal .haraclcri:lL lhc divrnt sour'c'

t.ifc, are manifcslcd rhrouSh thc liv.$ ol'whrl it 'rtrlt\

-the cruse beinSsec' or mrnilLsld throuSh Jnd is ils

cflact.
l ) iv ine l . i fe  as not  scP.r . le  ln)n l  whl l  r l  . r ' r l ' \ '  r r

does not treate and then send thr crcrti(nr inlo 'rn ortnt

of  i ts  own,  lo  tend to i ts  ( 'wn l i fc  Prosptc ls  l ) iv 'n '  I r l '

.onstilures wh.l il .rc.ttes, rD.l lhnl Drerns it is alwrvs

present with ils creation rltlrvs showing rnd nunil'st

in8 r ts  ndlurc r iEhl  wher.  the c l l f ,  |  " r  . rLr l r ' r r  i '

Llvrng the l.w ol inllnll€ Possibilllv
Mary llaker Eddy, who fouDdcd lh. (lhrisri't|l s'i'nec

movement,  was no s l rangtr  n)  dt r l ing t l i rh  l inr i r td

prospc( ts .  Her l i le  wrs lu l lo fchln8es rnd '  a l  l in t t !  d ' \

dppointmcnt!. But she livcd th.ough thcft rll, dis'o!'a

ing a l-ile thal was limitltss nnd' rhcrelire, pft\l('tr

for life lhar were limitless Ar arr .i8. whcD ntinv pLofl'

would b€ wrrppinS uP thcir Iitework. she wtrs iust trcgrn

ning hcrs. Throogh hcr lov. for (bd ind huDr.r)'l.v sh(

livcd the law of inlinitc pl'ssibilit)" Shc,thercli,.c. h.rd thc

lite experien.e to support thcse words: Sliriru'l |.r

ception brings otrt the possibiliries ol lting, dcstrovs

relianc€on aughtbutCod and so makes m.rn rhL rnuS'

ofhis Makcr in deed and in rnrth- ll is on.\ \pirinral

perception rhat leeks lhc divine na el-r (ntel thrt

relies wholeheartedl-von God-and thcn lets thtrl m (l

bc the basis for on.'s life.

so whafs the etfe.t ofgainingsuch models rnd li!i'8

thcm? Mrs. Eddy €xPl.ri6ed this in aDorher Pasltgein hLr

l|lNllcslou{ruaor nr$iY?oo! ]9



writinqs: 
"Th€ human mind, imbued with fiis sl'iritual

*de.sLding, becomes more elastic, is capablc of greater

enduran.e. e.capei somcwhat trom rrsel( and requircr

lcs' repose. A knolvl.dse of lhe S.icnc€ of bcins d€veiops

the l.tent abilities and Postibilities ofman lt stendsthe

atmospher€ ofthought. giving morlals acces to bmader

and higher realms.' I

ln sbort, b€ing wiLling to think abour lif€ from th€

siandpoin( of spirilual undersranding (orhow Lift' God'

expresses itself through life) moves us inlo rellms of

th;usht that befor€ we did nor scc Marv Bakcr l'ddv

nor only opened up a wholc no re;lm otexpcricnce lbr

h€rself in business, rheology, and hetrlthc!re thal most

lornen had never s(Pericnced, but shepioreercd nn)se

r6 lm\ fo!  w, ,men Jndmen-kr . , rm( L l inm' , r r im

portanlly and fundam€ntally' she opened uP avenues

through which all pcoplc could dcmonsrrarc' or nrovc'

tb€ presence ofGod in their livcs.

Ar new as Mrs. EddysaPPro.ch miSht secm,whit she

discovc.€d about the unlimited laws of Life had actually

bccn p.oved thousands of y€ars b€fore bv thosc wc vc

cometoktowas fi8ures in thc Biblc.Thc kriprurcsot{cr

mfiad examples ofm€n and womcn who 'ealizcd that

they could €xPect God, divine Life, to shape mold' and

cxpress rbeir lives And th€ mo.c thevlcarned about this

l-ife,the more prospects oPened for th€m lor so'ne, thrs

realization came relatively easilv For othe.s, il required

a good deal of mental wrestling But whateler nrugglcs

there were alonS the way, when lhese individtrals de-

ferred to God, new ho rizons and possibilitics oPened lbr

th€m. [.ach livedan attitudethat madethePeraPhon ol

infinite possibilities a rcaliry in their lives and 'lbwcd

rhem kr yield lo il-

rhe no.d lor humlll9

Fur Mo'cs, thrl atlitudc wd' humilrt! Mu'e' Rrew uP in

a meDhl atmosphereofpow€rand Presritse Rai$d in thc

Pharaoh's courts, he may very wt have b€en uscd lo s€e'

ing people g€t exacdy what they wantcd l hilc this arro

gance may not have characl€nzed him, it would lx hard

to avoid iaking in the idea lhat this allitudc coukl be 'n

effectiv€ neans to an end.wheD Mos€s killed an Eg}?t-

ian in a rag€ over the way that fellow was trearing a lew-

;h slav€, he had ro flee to the d€serr- for vears, he lendd

shccp, and one can imagin€ thc kind oflessonshc learncd

there. PerhaPs hc learncd frcn the shccP\ hunilit) ' show

ing deference to lheir ca'€takea irustinghisabilitv ro nur

tur€ the flock,letlinggo oiself_assertiveness Moses husl

hav€ learned that l€sson, bet.use when hc n'a[Y came

iace to fnce with his God-dcrived €alling. leading his

countrlanen and 'women out ot slaverv lo ! new htd be

d€monslratcd very liltle Pride o. affogancc. I n fact *hen

hestartcd out,he feh inadequale forthe iob Godhadn)

assur€ him that He would bc with Moses mouth and

teach him whal to say. while Moses mav not bav€ felt up

to lhe rask inirially,hegrew in his sensc of G'd, or divin€

l.ia€, living wilh hinr rnd bega t(' senst the 'all kJ inft

nite possibilities.

Moscs lerrncd l(, yield lo (jod, t() .r.eePl tht Sood

motives of rhis divine l.ife and its PurPo* k) bestow

hlcssingson irscrcarion. He had lc.rncd rhal rhis"'srhc

rolc "r rhc shcPhcrd. and n.w hc crmc kr JfFrc' irt' r'

n.vcr hdbrc lhat Cod was hjs sh.Phcrd lhc folldwin8

ycars wotrld rcquirt lh.l Mos.s lislcn conrtantly to lhis

divinc shcphcrd and l.kc dirccrbn from tlim as h' l{d

his peoplc nor onlylo. new localc. but inro rhe promrscd

hnd ofspirilual rccognition and liccdom.

Ti. valu. ol m.!In€33

Anolhcr w.ll-known Bible li8urc ,ob' had a somewh'r

diffe.cnt le$on lolc.rn r diflcrenl <lualitv to devek'P-

tho Sh il war no ll:ss vilal in oPening him up to tbc 'n

finite possibilities of crcal ive Spiril. For lob rt was meek

ness--b€ing patieDr and nild' Sentle and kind-rhat al'

lowed him lo tap inlo limilless Liic.

Iob posselred minyoi the things that socielv would

.onsidcr orarkr ofsuccess fanrily.lind livestNk and

lost  themdl . ) t t  lobheld lar tbhis  in tegr i ty  Heendured

his in iurv wirh Prr ierce and wi th i 'ur  rescnrm'nr  He

sou8ht the decper lcsson ol his exP.rien.e l)espite lhe

advice h. gol from friends on whdr to do, he rurncd lo

(;od,divin. Life,lo Icarn morc ofhow the Divinet'ear's

and tul6lls lif€. As a rsult, insPiration began to liU his

rhought .nd h. lcarned that, dcspitc all his hard work

and cflbrts to bc suc.cssfol, God\ M!5 are nor ne'esF

ily the wa)'s ofhumani+ He learned to cmbrace:nd ac

.cpt a divine snseofpurPose for life,which alwavs holds

for us enlarScd dcveloPmenr ofsPnkull scdsitivir-v B)
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The Scriptures offer myriad examples of men and women

who realized that they could expect God' divine Life' ta shape mold'

and express their lives- And the more they learned about this Lile'

the more prospects opened for them

lcring th. humlD yicld lo the divinc, he discovered rhe

omnipolcnce of God and saw that nothinS could limil

Iite. As u result, )obs substance was reslored, Srealer

\rhil€ soD|e would interPret meekness a5 weakness

a sf iritual sense of mcckncss aclually i..esses empower

mcnt. h lels go ofa mortalsense of power and embraces

rhcdilinc.lr was lesus' m€ckness lhat madehim miShlv

t)cc.ulc h< rcrliTed that it was thc pow€rofCod rhal en

ablcd him ro.,c.omplish his in.redible works. He said'

,n cs.n(c: ({m/o'rrr.l]1 I.a \dodthing: thc Fathdtl
,k l'fr r/r. ''orls.'What rn €xpanded sensc ofwhal rs

posliblclwhri cnn l (n)d rccomplish, bcing lolally un-

limrtcd b.v mortal rcsistancc? lesus didnl iurl provc rhis

I(r hi'nsdf. bul a(tuall) envisioncd Srcatcr lhings lor

rho\c who lollowed his cxamPle.

Tha por ot unaalfad love
Anothcr qunlily lhrl\ essentiJ in followinglhal example

of Jesu\-in growing out ofthc mortal view of life l}nd

rddpting thc immortalvicw-is unselfed love. a qualilv

tvpiticd by oneoflesus'an.csrors,a woman named Ruth.

Rurh dir.ovcrcd rhat her Possibilities lay in an ail iludc of

s.lll(\i,$. Atierhc. husband di€dind then hisbrorher'
Ruth \ n$rhcr'in ldw, Naomi, Savc hcr the oflion ol

rduflring r(' her own family. Ruth el$ted tt) slay wilh

Naom;rnd suptor l  her.  lh isat l i tudcofwhal Mrs Eddy

relerrrd to as seeking ones own in rnolher's goodr

o[l(n.d up unexpc.ted possibilities in Ruth\lite 
'lb help

\uppon her molher-in-law, she tooka menialiob in the

6ekts ol r w('althy laDdowner. Scei'rg hcr uns€lfishness'
rhe hndowner fell in l(rvewith her and ask€d hertob.his
sif.. Nor only was Ruh s Ded nrel, bul new lifc prospecls
opened up for her morher'in law'!s well.

lh( genius ol unselfed k)vc lies in wh.t ir emulates
Un\elttd hvc is not jusr ! process of Putring yourself in

stcond placc or considcrinS other peoPle s needs belore
rou Lonsidcr -your own. True unselled loved is about a
(onncctlon wirh God, about deciding thal.ealbless'n8s
comc lrom doing Gods will, and His will is always to

love.In r sense, unselfed love is.rbour receivingand ex
pressingthc divine powetand presence- lt sabout want-
ingothers lo feel, through your exprersion. a.learcr sens€
ot(;odi presen.e and being.

'I h roughout lhe centuries. thosc who hrvc trulvhtcn

consider€d unselhsh, &ho rpPear lo give thcir lrves li)

serving olhers, are in fact rec€ivin8 a hlessing rhrr rs

often unseen ro rhe world. They exPerien.e rhe unsur
passed joy ofdoinS somerhinS for irs own sake, w hout

considering what they miShl g.in. This kind ol k)vr'rg'
just forrhcjoy oflovinS, d(xs,of.ourse, havc its nwJrd.

A\ Mrs. Lddy c),ptaincd i l :  Humdn 31tu{tr( 'n i '  rNr

pourcd forth vainl.v,even lhou8h ir med no relrrrn. l..vc

enri€hes lhe natur€. enlrrginS, pu.ifying' and .l(!.rt

ing it. 'Th€ fact is, you (an receive all kinds of.lrurn

thrcuBh lovingthat won\ necessarily en ri.h you I nJturc

or elevate il. But loving for lhe sake olserving l.o!c, rhc

divine source oflove. does bringrhis reward. rnd.irrn\

us into realms ofexperience rboul which n)Lrc humln

dcsire can only speculate Risins ahovc.r m.rc pcr\on.rl

.8enda in love.onnects us wi lh the inl ln i t t  pdssibi l i tn \

ofa Lov€ thal knows no boundarics
'lhe goalofintinite possibililics is nol rbour makinS

mortal cxperiencc bctlcri it s aboul 8r('w'ng oul ot lhrl

hnir€d sense orcrperience rhogether' As you ]nd I d.
velop morc spnitual models of rhought' lcirn nr)r. ol

the div ine rreatinS, live more of God s charnctcr.r dn

turc, the godliness thal animales us, we'll eipcricn.c th.

law ofinlinite possibiliries. Thisdoesnl iusr 'nrln tullcr
livcs hut, more i'nporlanllx ncw and t(n.lly li')ritlc\s

definilions oflile. ?6r
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