
The spiritual thinker's role
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1L,r ld  .ont inues to d ig out  of  thc l . t .s l
5 . r i (s  o l  (ondnic ch31lenl tes,  at t (nt ion
rurns to rshat  a r t r  cr 'oro, r . ) ,  wi l l  h)ok

I l rn)  suggest  that  s imply rc lunt
Ing l ( )  \LhJl  .h i r rc ler izcd thc e.onoDy
hciirr. thc gk)b!l rc.cssx'r is not desir
rb l (  bec.  s .nnne c lemcnls t ! i th in lhat
, r . ,nrnr  r re deeply i lawcd rnd .1rc the
crust  o l  the nra la ise in  the l i rs t  ph.c.
ih i !  hrs spawncd in lcnsc d iscussx ' l
rn)ong(eononr ic  pLrndi ts .  Sonre kxrk tbr
r  l tn  cc, ,nrnry to enphrs iTt  heahh.arc.
(du. . r t r ( ,n ,  rnd rcDewrblc cn. ' rgy-n l l
fndr.rvors that suggest a locus on whirt
L. ' r )  bc d.nc l i ' r  lhe.onrn( 'n  g(x)d,  r r th
. r  lhrn iusr  whdr rnn I 'c  gLr ined indiv idu '
. i l1 l .  l lur  whiehcver  d i rcct ion ih is  new
.cononr!  rs  r i )  lake, lhrrc  is  widesprerd
rr .ogr i tx)n tbal  a reboulrd wi l lbe led by

l re e, ,nsunrers jusr  , 'nonymNs
e'r l i r ics lh . r l  buy th iDgs rDy th ings?
A.tur l l ! ,  vou .ould sry thcrc is  a spi r i -
(u. ' l  \ . i lu .  s ls fun)  bchi rd corsunrcr isnr .
lry .rnd hrg., people consume wh.rt lhcy
ptrccrvc to bc desi rable and advanta
gcou\  ro Ihrrn.  lherefbre,  i t  mightbe ia i r
n) rorr.lLidc th.rt jusl as nnreh attcniion
n.c.l\ l{' b. givcn to vnlurs dDd spiritual
prin.rfl.srs is gi!cn lo whnt projectsind

r f t  Jgrr r  s  wi l l  er rerge v ic tdnrs.
lD l,)oking dl lhe vanous rcrsons we

. ! r .  iJ . i rg  lh is .cor)o ln ic  chal lenge,  re
current  thcmes sperk to at t i ludcs such
rs greet l ,  hck ot  sc l f  rest ra int ,  and ldck
of  lo \e 1o '  the common good.  The sug
grstrcn here is thal it would make lilllc
dr l lcrcn.e lo  recoDstruct  an economy
merei !  \ { i th  a rcv jsed focus; /  negat ive
. t t i rudcs\ !cre to reDain.

(lralcfully, rre, as consuDrers and
st i r i rual  ih inkcrs,  crn do something
xbout ihese underlying impedim€nts to

I .kFisrae'ENc. sEMN€r Aucusr & ,w

sustrinability irnd progrcss. While we

may not be ablc to set economic policy

or nrake rop-level d€cisbns about iailing

btrsincsses, we can take account of whJtls

behind what we consun1c and the cttecl
rhat buting his on the people ind the

'lbspirihalizc 
this pro.ess. we could

consider$'hat his been called thediv,ne

ccononry. Uconomy in one sense ot the
word means nranagcnent ot resou(es
'lhe 

d'vjnc eco omy looks to how G.'d,
d iv inc Spir i t ,  t ruDages the resotr r .es
Sprrit creales. To understand how that
works involves sdne appre.iatn)n oithe
natu rc of cod. M.]ry llaker lddy ofcrcd
sevcral he\tul obscrvarions in her land
mark book Sricrcr: o licalth with Key

Ir one passrgc, shc wrote ot the rra
ture o l  ( lod as Lovc,  l .ovc is  impart ia l
.nd univcrs.rl in its !drpt.rt()n and bc
slownls ' (p.  l3) .  I f thd l .s  thc case,  lhen
(iod as l.ovc Drust consider thc welhre
of  . r l l  o i  crc . l l ion in  whnt  i t  bcstows.
'lhar 

nndcl Drighl s!g8est to cach per
n,n,  as a rc l lcc l ion of th is  Lov. ,  that  i t  is
not cnouSh to look jus( al wh,rt satisties
oneselt. oDc Drust dlso look rt how ones
purchtiscs ind choiccs a$act thc world
and rts pcoplc as a wholc. Much ol whar
we.onsuDre is intcfconnectcdi actn)ns
rare lyexis l  in  iso la ln ln.

Whrl wechoose lo invesl in rcqtrir.s
thnt  wf  considcr  thc imprel  in  rn c \cn
grcatt'r context. And therc arc pl.'rty ol
ennrples of pcoplc who arc doing iust
lh . r r  making praci ica l  choic(s J t  lhc
ml l lor  locr lshop that  suppo( thc $el '
lard ot olhers and f ronnne their scllsul:
li.r'n.y by purch.rsi'rg pro.lu.ts rhnt irc
prdluced by hLrnran€ labor pra.liccs.

Another  o l  M.ry Rakcr  F.ddy s
obscrval ions explorrs  the spi r i rual
s igni f i .an.e of  the Bib le passagc in
Genesis aboul God giving resources trJ
His crc.tlion: God gives the lesscr idca
of l l imsel fLr  a I ink lo  lhe grcater ,  and
in return, ihc highcr always prote.ts lhe
k,wer" (p. -518). l'rom this divine a.tion,
we cou ld gather at the very least thc nc.d
lo have rcspect lor whal
realizing that thc natural resources (;od

givcs, such rs water, food, and thc land
to grow it on, provide a link b a deeFr
spi r i tua l  understanding ofa l l  l i te  aod
oIL i lc  i lse l l

In  l ic l .  i l  w( ,${r rc  l ( '  r . ihr .  lhr l
rhe very purposc of . r . r r ion ter !e i !ed
spi r i tua l ly  is  lo  t i ive exf fuss i ,nr  to  ( ; , ! l  s
I'ring, wc nrighl dcvel('p rn txctcdiDslv
hc.rhh) ,  rcspfct  lor  lhcsc r .sour ! ts  t rs
spi r i tua l  idens inst ( ' !d  o l  nr t reh nrr te
r ia l  objec ls .  .^pprc. in t ing thc \ f rnrur l
s isDi l l r rnre o l  resources,  could t tc  t i ,c
iv .nuc lhrough which w.  su.ccs\ lu lh
courteract  inrpulscs lhr l  lc rd to t r . rs tc ,
gned,  and sel l r indulg.nce.

'Ihis 
oray nlso prontnel resPonsilril'

lv  lor  Dotonly phnnirg lor  lhesur ! t r1r i t t
resources,  but  crsur ing that  thcy nNlr ip l \
.Dd r )our ish,  iu l l i l l ing lh . r t  .h i r l i r  [ ,  I  l ' .
B ib lc lo rcplcnish lherdr th l ( ; . f  I  r . .

Such respect  would.orrc . t  thc i j l i ) . r .
.Dce o!  consumpl iot '  by ccr la in s \ ) . i . l r  \
nl I he expe|se oi ot hers.

SoDre yrirs r8o, there wis rn tnr
phasis in  Ihc envi ronmcr i l r l  nror ' .m.Jrr
on l i ! ing l ight ly . "  ( l t :  no sr . rc i  thnt  r I r j
wa,v of  th i rk ing has r r .nt rged todar ' . ,
At  the heart  of lh is .nrphni is  i ! .s  the eD
.ouragenrcnl  to  s inrp l i iy  our  l iLst ! le \ ,
being more cons. ious o l  ho{  our  l i \  i . !
alttclcd olhers. I renreDrber th 'n ki nq I rr dt
i fwewere 10 expi  d lh i tenvhas(kr  in
clude our core attirudes and thou8hls
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nr r i rq l r t  uc l  J l  th !  | r r r l  o l  whr l  (ould

l r rLf  \h . r tc  ( t r r  (onol rv .

Lr  r rq l rghr ly  lhcn nr ight  cmph.r .
! / (  rh.  nrer l r l  nr te th. r t  p l ihs thc eul '
1ur . . r r ( { ro( l  us r . r lher lh.ur  wcighs i t  down.
\L)  Dr(r r r  \hr l  {Nr  s t r . l lq . ty  is  rn n l ter ing
Ltr,r .(rsunrer lrtr.lr.es, the (l(p.. rssu.
r \  rhr  ! , r lu i \  rnd spi r i lua l i ly  wf  br ing to
lnc n l .u l r !ament  o l  our  l r !es.

l.\Lrs \l]l)k. r,) this wilcn his drs.rplrs
\ t r ! . r i r i . i /cd b_!  rhf  l lhar is ! .s  l i ) r  lhc i r
. . r t rng h. rb i ls .  l le  t {hk lh ings n)  a spi r l
lur l  ie le l  r r rd l ,d inred out  lhat  i t  is  not
. . r . t r  (a)r  r . r l . \  rn  thal  del i les but  what
,  , . r  i  r (s  ( { r l  ( \ re luJ l r .  l5 :10 , l l ) ) .  wh.n

' .  , i  r . l .  rhnl  observ. r ion lo  rest r ! i . tur
. f - : ,h  : . ! , roDr- ! - � ,  i ts  h. lp l i l  n l  Drk.

L l , , r r  \ i ,Jr  h_c g iv( .  out"  io  tern ls
:  ,ur  r t t r tu t lcs and rahrrs r .p ler ish.s,

. .nL. .1hr i  J !1 1.s.  Pr i . t i ( \  such rs sel t l
i I r . r rh! ion.  rn\c l l€d l ( )ve,  goodness,
r r . l i . ! ,  J r r d  r e s p c . l  n e e d  l o  r e r g n
,r rrir., us il \1. rrc to s(oulward srgns oi
! ro\  rh rn r l r r  eccnrol ly .

\\'hrn I hht siarred oul aftcr nrycol
i .g .  r . i rs , .arn ing Dry own wry, I  tound
th.se gukl rng spi r i lur l  pr iD. ip lcs rary
lse lu l  i .  n) !k ing de. is ions l {hether  i t
u . rs  .hoosinc r  eareer , .  p l ice to l ivc,  or

. r  nrod( ,n l r rDsport  tn) i ,  I  l i rs t  rsk(d
nrvs,r l l  l  he qucsl  nnr ,  Whrt .nnIdothr l
wi l l  be l  serv icL lo  ( ;o( i  . rnd wr l l  b le*
{nhcrs. rs  wel l  rs  ue? lntcnsl ingly ,  u)
ea.h choieo I  ended up ( l ( ,Dg $h. t r  l ' r i
l i . l lv  rpprr r i :d  to bc sonreth ing I  eould
nor itti)rdl My iirst living,rrrrng.mcnrs
..rme down lo thc choicc between n stu
dr)  ora or)c  bcd(n, ln  rprr tmcnt .  I .hosc
th.  orrc  bedroonr because I  rcrvrntd
lt would bc r resourcc th.rt rnight hlcsr
othersr  l r icDds coul< l  comc by i l  th t 'v
nerdcd. l  p l . .c  to  s l ry-  At  lhc l inre,  I
could only afinrd the snaU.r sludlo, but
r \ -Dr  is l  Dr ! , lc  thr tchoi . .on th.  brs is
ol whnr wonld b.sl bless ot hcrs a nd srr\t
(;()d.s purposc, nry incomc cxprnded to

when I drcided oD .r .rreer, I mJdc
n choi.e belween $mcthing thtrl w.rs
kr) lu.rrlivc aDd slarting up.r (lhristian

s(ien(e i\e.rling practi.c that would dl
rcctly bl.ss olhcrs. All those around nie
.ounsclcd that I wait u|til I was established
hnancilllt belirc I cnba rkcd on I hc laltcr
advcnture. But I did.'tj myprryers led nre
lo.hoosc what I Llt would be the greitest
*rviceto(lod, aDd froDr thal dry lorwrrd
nrv linan.iil nccds were met

lbdav,  I in  tak ins the samc l i rc I  r r

.onsider ing how I  nr igh{  sh,r I t  \ ! i r . r1  l
havc,  a k i rd of  d iv ts t ing o i  \ t . r !  i ' i rs

served nt wcll but now rnighl bc ol 'r.t

lo soni(nre clsc. l{hile ond.r{)Pror.h 1,,
dorngtb is  Dighl  bc to do! 'ns i / !  , rnr i  l ! ) ld

a grragc sale,  and modest  a{ l i ( ra i ! ; i f  l I i .
c.rn be useful to thc conrmunrlr', d.\ ()linc

nyscl f to  f ray ing for  others conl inu. \  i ' ,

b t  lhcbcst  way I  can g ivr .
A nr lurn l  d.s i re to g iv(  s len\  l r ,Dl

n.onrnrr :n l  lhNt  Jcsus r ! rad!  r tg i rd ' i rq
lhe D D.genrcnl  ot  sp i r i tur l  r .so! r . ( \ .

:  I : rcc ly  yr  hrvc fe.c ivcd,  r r .c l t  gr r .
.  ( lv in .  l0 :8) .  I l  s  bcen f rovcn to nr . l l r r l .

in  lhc d iv iDc . . ( r r )nr i ,  rLsour( ! \  i r rL I  I
'  

s . i r . . i  lhey ic  i I l l ln i te .  lhr r  nt ins rh. t t
: l(k, r.smr.(s oPcrt'rc unsPcnr.

You.nr  $hrrc whrt  y , ,u h.s.  $ i lh
the undcrs l . rnding lhJt  th t  ! { r \  nr lur .

:  o l  g iv ing cnsurcs th i l  i lhr t  lou g i \c  , iur

,  .  , .  r r ! ( n i ' h ( J .  l , ,  E , v r  J n  J , , r l , ! !  |  . , .

t h t  t  r , , . ( *  l i k c  r  w J l r r  L r t r r l  I l , . , , r  \
'  wry lh l t  nrorc wxlcr . rn e(r ! .  { t r r l  o l  . \

l i u . ( t  r \  1 . 1  l u r f i n r  i l  ,  r ,  . , r r d  l ( r r , r r r  I h f
l l l t  rt,," t,"*,rr

Whi l r  orr  ccon,) iny t ( ) ( t i l  is  usrr l l \
.hr r rc lcdrcd r r r  l rcg. r t ivc l t r r  5 ,  lh ! ' r  r \
u)o lher  wiy o l  seeing i t  Wlrxt  h. r '  l . rL . r t
shr f (  rs  i rs t . rb i l i ty . rn br  s tcr t  rs  r . r i l
to  rc th iDk. ind rckr , l  ( r r  l ) i r . t i ( !s .  . r t . l
our  lh , )u8hts,  ! )  lh . l  w. . in  nr) !e l , )  l
heal lh icr  s t i r t r  o l !n . rnrgf ln . r t .  ih .   ! rn
powcr l i1  i r ) l ido lc  is  to  t lkc in lo i r . tur l
ihe ro lc  spi r i luu l  pr in( i  rs  f [ )  r r  i l ]  , ) l

rh is .  lhc.orrsunr( ' r  has lhe nt r ) ls  l , )  l (J( l
rhe wrv th.orgh cxarrry lc ,  l iv lng th(  \ , r l
ucs th i l  p f t tnolc  lovc un( l  rest . . l  l (n  l l r (
( rDrxrr  Boo( i rn l l  enrbraein{  thc Drnr \ .
of  beingof  sor ! i (c  n,  our  Nl . rker  . -

Ror Billttnl t: i t:hn.t,tr \r
rnll kr.lw litrDt A']tl,n,l onlrr
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As spiritual thinkers,

we can do something about
underlying lmpediments

to sustainabilltyr and prcg 5.
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